What is a Rights Respecting School?

The Rights Respecting Schools Award puts
children’s rights at the heart .of schools in the UK.
At Whitleigh Community Primary School, we are
proud to have achieved hoth the Bronze and Silver
UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Aw.ard. We .are
now mworking towards gaining the Gold Aw.ard.
UNICEF is the .organisation w.orking specifically for
children .and their rights. Lts mission is to
campaign for the protection of children’s rights in
order to imeet children's hasic needs .and empower
them to realise their full potential.

UNICEF UK helieves that these values should bhe
embedded .in the ethos .and curriculum of our
Achools, and provides .o framew.ork in order to
accomplish this. This is the purpose of the RRSA
(Rights Respecting School Award). Ln a rights
respecting achool, children learn .abhout their rights.
Children learn to associate rights with needs and
distinguish hetween their rights .and w.ants’. They
learn that if they have rights, they need to respect
the rights .of others.



Why .are children learning .about their rights at
Achool?

In signing the UNCRC all Gowvernments have a
responsibility to .make bhoth children .and adults
ow.are of these rights. There are 42 rights of a
child (articles) in the corwention cowvering things
such as; children having the right to education
(article 27) .and children having the right to he
protected at all times Carticle 19).

What is meant by “rights?
These are not the same .as wants. Rights .are the
basic human needs .and values that .apply or should

apply to everyone.

Does the UNCRC talk .ahout responsihilities?

Yes, children’s rights are inherent, howewver, by
knowing that they have rights they .also learn that
they should respect the rights of others .and have
responsibilities tow.ards them.

For children: the responsibility to respect the rights
of others.

For parents: to respect .and provide for the rights of
For gonvernments: to support families and to respect
and prowvide for the rights .of children.

What about childrens respect for the rights .of
others?

Research has shown that when children .are taught
in school ahout their rights under the UNCRC, they



are more respecting of the rights of others. Children
who hove learnt about their rights hove :

.« better understanding of what it .means to
have rights and responsibilities
. A .more positive .attitude to school
teachers
. higher self-esteem
. an increased .owareness of how to he .o global
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What have we done so far?

At the start of the new school year, each class
created their own class charter using the Corwention
on the Rights of the Child. Assemhblies in hoth KSI
and KS2 have a reqular focus on Rights and .on
the Corwention on the Rights .of the Child. Childrens
lessons will touch wupon the Corwention and
children’s rights where appropriate.

We hove received hoth owr Brorze .and Siver
aw.ard, and are working hard towards .gaining our

Gold aw.ard. We will keep you updated .on .our
progress!

How can parents support their child to learn .ahout
the Corwention .at home?

. TLake the time to ask yowur child what he/she
has learnt recently regarding children's rights.



. Discuss the ideas learned in class, and try to
think of examples from your own experiences,
or from the media, .of rights being respected .or
denied.

. Discuss how yowr child .or youwr family can
promote respect for rights, or help those whose
rights hawve heen wviolated.

- Model wsing rights language w.ith your
children.

- Ask your childs opinion on children’s rights.

. Howve a look at the ‘Rights Corner’ .on .our latest
newsletter and see what were discussing in
Acho.ol.



